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Presbyterian  Ibistoitcal  Society 

HE  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  ihe 
Church  House,  Fisherwick  Place,'  on  Tuesday,  9th 
February,  1909.  The  Moderator  (Rev.  Dr.  M'llveen) 
occupied  the  chair.  The  attendance  included — The 
Revs.  Dr.  Lowe  (clerk  of  Assembly),  H.  P.  Glenn, 
George  Thompson,  Joseph  Moorhead,  David  Stewart, 
(Cregagh),  W.  S.  Smith,  Dr.  M'Kean,  S.  Ferguson  (Derry),  William 
Wright,  W.  J.  Baird ;  Messrs.  R.  E.  Crawford,  R.  M.  Young,  S.  E. 
Smythe  Edwards,  and  Alexander  G.  Crawford  and  J.  W.  Kernohan 
(hon.  secretaries). 

Apologies  were  intimated  from  Revs.  Wm.  Park,  Principal 
Gordon  (Manchester),  Professor  Heron,  W.  H.  Drummond,  and 
James  Kennedy;  Messrs.  George  Raphael  and  Samuel  Hogg. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Crawford  read  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  submitting  its  Report  for  1908,  the  Council  has  pleasure  in 
recording  progress  and  expansion  in  every  direction  calculated  to 
carry  out  the  objects  which  the  promoters  had  in  view  in  initiating  a 
movement  specially  devoted  to  the  historical  side  of  Irish 
Presbyterianism. 

The  organization  of  the  Society  has  been  developed  further. 
A  Lecture  and  Literary  Sessions  Committee,  an  Historical  Exhibition 
Committee,  and  a  Publications  Committee  have  been  formed.  The 
last-named  was  responsible  for  the  Annual  Report,  a  thousand  copies 
of  which  were  printed  and  circulated,  and  the  Register  of  MSS.  and 
other  contents  met  with  much  appreciation.  This  Committee  has 
important  work  yet  to  do  in  publishing  the  valuable  MS.  material 
that  is  accumulating  in  Room  20. 

The  Council  has  pleasure  in  noting  the  publication  by  members 
of  historical  works — notably  A  Short  History  of  Puritanism,  by 
Professor  J.  Heron,  D.D.  ;  In  the  Days  of  the  Laggan  Presby- 
tery, by  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Lecky,  B.A. ;  and  a  second  edition  of  the 
Rev.  David  Stewart's  History  and  Principles  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  articles  on  Irish  Presbyterian 
subjects  and  personages  contributed  to  the  newspaper  and  magazine 
Press  by  other  members  of  the  Society. 
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The  Lecture  Committee  has  to  its  credit  a  fine  lecture  on  "The 
Ulster  Scots,"  delivered  before  a  large  audience  by  the  Rev.  William 
M'Kean,  D.D.,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Society  and  the 
Central  Presbyterian  Association.  The  lecture  by  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Irwin,  M.A.,  editor  of  the  Sunday  at  Home,  which  formed  the 
principal  part  of  the  celebration  of  the  Quater-centenary  of  John 
Calvin,  promoted  by  the  Central  Presbyterian  Association,  had  its 
genesis  in  our  Society. 

The  Historical  Exhibition  was  repeated  during  Assembly  week, 
and  again  attracted  a  large  number  of  visitors.  The  opening 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Moderator  (the  Rev.  Dr.  M'llveen). 
The  catalogue  made  the  exhibits  easily  understood,  and  the  Com- 
mittee hope  to  have  a  still  more  complete  "  object-lesson  in  Irish 
Presbyterian  history "  in  the  near  future.  One  exhibit  deserves 
special  mention.  For  the  first  time  the  Buick  Collection  of  Com- 
munion Tokens,  which  had  been  beautifully  arranged  and  mounted 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Raphael,  was  on  view ;  and  since  then  a 
catalogue  of  this  unique  collection  has  been  appearing  regularly  in 
the  Witness.  As  in  the  previous  year,  the  Exhibition  was  effectual 
in  bringing  to  light  further  MSS.,  books,  and  objects  of  interest. 
Many  rare  books  and  pamphlets  illustrative  of  Irish  Presbyterianism 
have  been  added  to  our  collection.  A  notable  addition  was  the  gift 
per  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Latimer  of  the  collection  of  Metrical  Versions  of 
the  Psalms  from  the  library  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kinnear.  Other 
donations  include  early  registers  (baptismal  and  marriage),  a  portion 
of  a  Presbytery  Book,  and  other  MSS.  The  set  of  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  of  Ulster  is  now  almost  complete;  and  a  copy  of  the  Ban- 
bridge  Register  has  been  recovered  from  New  Zealand,  through  the 
efforts  of  Captain  Richard  Linn,  formerly  of  Banbridge. 

Chiefly  through  the  agency  of  the  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn.  A.B.,  two 
further  MSS.  by  the  Rev.  William  Campbell,  D.D.,  are  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Society.  One  of  them,  an  important  work  written 
in  1803,  and  entitled  Sketches  of  the  History  of  Presby- 
terians in  Ireland,  was  purchased  by  the  Council ;  the  other — on 
a  more  controversial  subject — was  purchased  by  Mr.  Glenn  for  the 
Society. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Warren,  formerly  of  Ennis,  has  had  copied 
and  bound  at  considerable  expense  the  Muster  Rolls  (1630-5)  for 
the  counties  of  Ulster  and  the  Regimental  Rolls  from  MSS.  in  the 
British  Museum,  and  presented  them  to  the  Society  per  Mr.  Glenn. 
They  are  the  only  copies  in  Ulster.  These,  with  other  early  lists  of 
Ulsters  ettlers,  procured  by  Mr.  Glenn,  from  Edinburgh  and  Dublin 
will  form  a  good  basis  for  an  Ulster  Plantation  Directory,  valuable 
for  genealogical  work.  During  the  year  the  Secretaries  have  had 
many  inquiries  about  Presbyterian  family  history  and  Church  records 
by  private  individuals  and  persons  associated  with  the  Office  of  Arms 
and  the  Statistical  Society.  The  Old-Age  Pensions  Act  has  pro- 
duced quite  a  crop  of  applications  for  certificates  of  baptism. 

The  Council  acknowledges  with  gratitude  a  further  grant  of 
^25  made  by  the  Assembly,  also  a  donation  of  ^5  from  the 
Association  of  Xon  Subscribing  Presbyterians,  and  another  from  Mr. 
Geo.  Raphael. 


The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Council  are  also  tendered 
to  the  Press,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  Linen  Hall  Library  for  the 
use  of  show-cases. 

An  increase  to  the  membership  is  desired,  and  the  Council  would 
urge  on  members  and  others  to  report  to  the  Secretaries  MSS.,  books, 
.and  objects  bearing  on  the  history  of  Irish  Presbyterianism. 

The  Council  is  still  in  search  ^of  the  early  Secession  Synod 
Minutes  and  the  first  volume  of  Minutes  of  the  Non-Subscribing 
Presbytery  of  Antrim,  and  would  welcome  any  assistance  towards 
recovering  these  important  Church  records. 

Attention  is  also  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  three  volumes  of  the 
Synod  of  Ulster  Records  can  now  be  purchased  at  3s.  4d.  per  volume. 

Now  that  the  Society  is  well  under  way,  the  Council  would  appeal 
for  the  cordial  co-operation  of  its   corresponding    members  in  the 
Presbyteries,  and  of  all  those  who  approve  of  or  value  its  mission. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

J.   M'Ilveen,  Moderator  and  President. 
A.  G.  Crawford,      )     ^  ^ 

J.  W.  Kernohan,  J 

Dr.  Lowe,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  referred  in 
complimentary  terms  to  the  work  being  done  by  the  Society,  and 
specially  mentioned  Mr.  Glenn's  efforts  to  further  it.  The  Rev.  W. 
.S.  Smith  briefly  seconded. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Young  presented  the  financial  statement,  making  some 
valuable  suggestions.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Glenn  moved  and  the  Rev.  G. 
Thompson  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  statement. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Wright,  seconded  by  the  Rev. 
W.  J.  Baird,  the  President  and  Council  were  re-elected. 

The  Treasurer,  Librarian,  and  Secretaries  were  re-elected,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Rev.  S.  Ferguson,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Moor- 
head. 

On  the  proposal  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  MTvean,  seconded  by  Rev. 
David  Stewart,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  various  benefactors 
.of  the  Society. 

The  Moderator  referred  in  commendatory  terms  to  the  useful 
work  being  done  by  this  young  organisation  in  preserving  the  records 
^of  the  Church,  and  suggested  the  circulation  of  the  report  and  other 
information  widely  among  the  congregations  of  the  Church.  He  also 
urged  the  desirability  of  an  increase  to  the  membership. 

There  were  a  number  of  donations  reported,  including  two  richly- 
bound  volumes  containing  resolutions  of  sympathy  (with  signatures) 
from  ministers  and  laymen  of  Scotland  with  their  Presbyterian 
brethren  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Home  Rule  crisis.  , 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Moderator  for  presiding  and  the  pro- 
nouncing of  the  benediction  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close. 


Annual  Subscription  for  Members,  5  - 
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LIST  OF  DOINORS. 

Manuscripts  : 

Rev.  Thomas  Warren,  London  :  copies  of  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum. 
Mrs.  A.  MTlroy,  Drumbo  :  Marriage  Registers  of  Belfast  Presbytery. 
Rev.  J.  Kennedy,  Larne  :  Sermon  by  Duchal. 

Rev.  R.  G.  Milling,  Ballynahinch  :  Sermons  of  Rev.  Samuei  Edgar. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Patterson,  Clougherney ;  Mr.  R.  T.  Martin,  Belfast;  Mr.  R.  E. 

Crawford,  Belfast. 
Rev.  Wm.  M'Neill,  Dublin  :  Drumbo  Registers. 
Mr.  James  Hunter,  Greencastle  :  MS.  Sermons. 
Mr.  Richard  Linn,  New  Zealand  :  Banbridge  Register  (copy). 
Rev.  Dr.  Lowe  :  Resolutions  of  U.F.  Church  of  Scotland. 
Mr.  L.  Jackson  Holmes,  Antrim;  Mrs.  S.  Nicholl,  Belfast,  and  "A  Friend.'" 

Books  and  Pamphlets  : 

Mr.  W.  F.  M'Kinney,  Carnmoney ;  Rev.  Dr.  Kinnear,  per  Rev.  W.  T. 
Latimer;  Rev.  J.  Sturrock,  Edinburgh,  per  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn;  Rev.  W.  X. 
Latimer;  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn,  Bray;  Rev.  J.  Greenlees,  Belfast;  Rev.  Dr. 
Lowe,  Derry;  Mr.  J.  C.  White,  Belfast;  Mr.  A.  Albert  Campbell,  Belfast;. 
Rev.  W.  J.  M'Caughan,  Belfast;  Mrs.  Snoddy,  Belfast;  Miss  Frazer, 
Dublin ;  Mr.  Tenison  Groves,  Dublin,  per  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn ;  Mrs. 
Armstrong,  per  Mr.  R.  E.  Crawford ;  Rev.  C.  H.  Irwin,  London ;  Mr. 
John  Robinson,  Comber  ;  Mr.  J.  K.  C.  Strain,  Dromore  ;  Rev.  S.  Thompson,. 
Belfast ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bryans,  Belfast ;  Mr.  John  Megaw,  Belfast ;  Mrs.  A. 
M'llroy,  Drumbo;  Rev.  D.  Stewart,  Cregagh ;  Mr.  W.  S.  M.  Carson;. 
Miss  Gass,  Clones;  Rev.  J.  Macmillan,  Belfast;  Mr.  F.  J.  Bigger,  Belfast; 
Rev.  James  Knowles,  Belfast;  Miss  L.  Foster,  Belfast;  Rev.  W.  J.  Baird,. 
Belfast;  The  Presbyterian  Historical  Society  of  America;  Rev.  J.  Buchanan,. 
Rathfriland  ;  "A  Friend,"  per  Mr.  R.  M.  Young;  Councillor  Dr.  Williamson, 
Belfast,  per.  Rev.  D.  Stewart;  Rev.  Luke  M'Quitty,  Templepatrick ;  Mr. 
Gamble,  Ballymoney ;  Rev.  Thomas  Thompson,  Glendermott ;  Rev.  James 
Connell,  Donagheady;  Rev.  Adam  Whyte,  Gortin ;  Rev.  ].  White,  per 
Rev.  Dr.  Lowe;  Down  and  Connor  Diocesan  Library,  per  Rev.  S.  E. 
Cooney  ;  Mrs.  Irwin,  Portstewart ;  and  the  Secretaries. 

Communion  Tokens  : 

Rev.  A.  E.  Crawford,  Annoy ;  Rev.  W.  H.  Craig,  Finvoy ;  Rev.  J.  E. 
M'Ewen,  Bready ;  Rev.  J.  S.  Mairs,  Dunloy ;  Rev.  J.  13.  Woodburn, 
Rostrevor ;  Rev.  W.  J.  Farley,  Kilrea ;  Rev.  J.  T.  Heney,  Banagher  ;  Rev. 
Dr.  Wilson,  Belfast;  Rev.  Silas  Johnston,  Ramoan ;  Rev.  R.  J.  Sloan, 
Kilkinamurry ;  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn,  Bray;  Rev.  W.  J.  M'Caughan,  Belfast; 
Rev.  Kennedy  Adams,  Orritor";  Rev.  J.  Morell,  Ballybay ;  Rev.  Robert 
Kelso,  Boardmills ;  Rev.  S.  J.  Hamilton,  Mountnorris ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Morton, 
Belfast;  Rev.  Luke  M'Quitty,  Templepatrick;  Rev.  A.  G.  Lecky,  Bally- 
lennon ;  Mrs.  A.  M'llrov,  Drumbo;  Mr.  Paton  Farley,  Armagh;  .Mr.  M. 
Forrester,  Belfast;  Mr.  A.  T.  Clarke,  Ballynahinch;  Mr.  Joseph  Duncan,. 
Glenelly  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bryans,  Belfast. 

Donors  not  already  mentioned  : 

Miss  Buick,  Ahoghili. 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Reid,  Belfast. 


WANTED  — Ministers  and  others  to  report 
MSS.,  Books,  Pamphlets,  Relics,  etc., 
relating  to  Irish  Presbyterianism. 


DR.  CAMPBELL'S  "SKETCHES  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF 
PRESBYTERIANS  IN  IRELAND." 

This  valuable  manuscript  was  discovered  in  1886  by  Mr.  John 
Gordon,  Inspector  of  Schools,  who  bought  it  along  with  a  copy  of 
Horace  at  a  book  auction.  A  few  months  ago  it  was  purchased  from 
his  representatives  by  the  Rev.  H.  P.  Glenn,  on  behalf  of  the  Presby- 
terian Historical  Society. 

This  manuscript  is  written  in  Efc  Campbell's  beautiful  round 
hand,  and  it  contains  316  pages  of  small  quarto  size,  closely  written. 
After  page  256  the  next  one  is  numbered  69,  and  contains  the 
following  note :  "  Bad  health  prevented  the  revising  of  the  following 
pages."  The  title  page  of  this  work  was  written  in  1803,  and  Dr. 
Campbell  died  two  years  afterwards.  A  short  sketch  of  his  life 
appeared  in  last  year's  report  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society. 
These  "Sketches"  are  written  in  a  good  English  style,  and  exhibit  the 
ripe  scholarship  of  the  author.  But  he  did  not  consult  very  many 
original  authorities,  and  consequently  his  account  of  what'  passed 
under  his  immediate  observation,  or  under  the  observation  of  persons 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  is  much  more  valuable  than  the  earlier 
parts  of  his  history,  where  he  drew  his  information  entirely  from 
"books.  The  latter  part  of  his  work  contains  much  information  not 
previously  published. 

Dr.  Campbell's  account  of  the  Siege  of  Derry  has  been  already 
printed  in  M'Comb's  Almanac,  and  I  shall  therefore  give  some 
specimens  of  his  style  from  other  parts  of  his  narrative.  The  first 
I  select  relates  to  the  French  invasion  of  1760  :  — 

"  1760,  February  21.  The  French  landed  at  Carrickfergus 
under  M.  Thurot.  The  Presbyterians  flew  to  arms  with  their  usual 
.zeal.  Five  thousand  volunteers  flocked  together,  immediately,  to  the 
-defence  of  Belfast,  which  was  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Their 
ardour  may  be  judged  by  one  or  two  instances.  The  news  of  the 
invasion  reached  a  town  more  than  twenty  miles  distant  [Antrim]  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night :  there  had  been  a  company  of  Militia  raised 
there  in  1745 :  the  drum  beat  to  arms,  and  in  two  hours  they  marched 
-off  their  parade — at  midnight — in  severe  weather,  in  the  depth  of 
winter. 

"The  minister  of  Antrim,  Mr.  C[ampbell],  assisted  by  some  gentle- 
men of  his  congregation,  raised  130  men,  in  part  of  a  day  :  and  he 
acted  as  one  of  the  officers  at  Belfast.  In  this  ardent  struggle  to  repel 
the  enemy,  there  was  no  thought  of  oaths  or  declaration:*  the  public 
service  was  the  rule  of  conduct.  Several  Episcopals  shewed  becoming 
resolution.  But  the  great  body,  so  hastily  assembled,  were  Presby- 
terians, as  they  form  the  great  body  of  Protestants  in  the  Province  of 
Ulster.  Some  of  their  ministers  who  still  held  their  commissions, 
which  they  had  received  from  Lord  Chesterfield,  appeared  at  the  head 
of  their  companies  of  Militia,  and  did  duty  as  regulars. 

"  Other  Ministers  not  under  arms  accompanied  their  people  on 
their  march:  there  were  thirteen  Presbyterian  Ministers  assembled  at 
Belfast  at  that  time." 

*The  Test  Act,  which  made  it  unlawful  for  Presbyterians  to  hold 
■commissions  in  the  Army  or  Militia,  although  sometimes  broken  or  evaded, 
■was  not  repealed  till  1780. 
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The  next  extract  given  will  show  how  the  sympathies  of  Irish 
Presbyterians  ran  during  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution.  Dr. 
Campbell  says  :  — 

"1775.  A  most  extraordinary  scene  opened  this  year,  the  effects 
of  which  will  reach  to  the  remotest  posterity,  and  to  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  earth :  that  is  the  attempt  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  power,  or  as  they  affected  to  speak,  by  the  omnipotence  of 
Parliament,  to  subjugate  her  colonies  in  America. 

"  The  Presbyterians  of  Ulster  condemned  this  war  as  unjust.  cruelr 
and  detestable.  They  beheld  it  with  anguish  and  with  horror,  as  the 
most  wanton,  unprovoked  despotism.  Their  friends  and  relations- 
abounded  in  the  different  provinces  of  America,  and  they  heard  with 
pride  that  they  composed  the  flower  of  Washington's  Army,  being 
carried  on  by  a  native  love  of  liberty  to  encounter  every  danger  for  the 
safety  of  their  adopted  country.  Still,  as  their  fathers  had  been  the 
determined  enemies  of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power,  which  ever 
pursued  them,  and  by  a  strange  fatality  from  the  same  quarter,. 
England  :  a  country  where  (they  now  reflected  more  deeply  than 
ever)  men  speak  of  liberty  without  understanding  it,  and  for  which 

they  never  had  a  taste  except  in  words  

"  The  Presbyterians  of  Ulster  considered  the  Americans  as  fighting 
their  battle  as  well  as  their  own,  and  that  the  liberties  of  the  Empire 
at  large  depended  upon  the  issue.  These  sentiments  they  avowed  in 
the  most  open  manner.  The  success,  therefore,  of  the  Americans  in 
the  noble,  arduous  struggle,  could  not  fail  to  give  them  the  highest 

satisfaction,  which  they  were  far  from  concealing  

"  1778.  The  claim  of  omnipotence  by  the  English  Parliament 
was  poorly  supported  in  the  American  crusade.  For.  in  consequence 
of  the  inability  of  Great  Britain  to  protect  the  Empire,  and  the 
avowed  weakness  of  the  Irish  Government  to  repel  the  enemy  who 
insulted  their  coasts,  the  defence  of  the  Kingdom  devolved  on  the 
people  of  Ireland,  which  they  instantly  undertook  with  a  spirit  that 
did  them  the  highest  honour.  This  gave  rise  to  the  Volunteer 
Associations  in  Arms,  which  first  began  in  Belfast  ;  for  to  that  town 
Government  had  publicly  declared  its  weakness." 

Dr.  Campbell  was  always  strongly  in  favour  of  establishing  a 
Presbyterian  University  in  Ulster,  and  the  Synod  supported  his  ideas 
in  this  respect,  giving  him  all  the  assistance  in  its  power.  His  idea 
was  that  the  Ulster  college  should  be  as  distinctively  Presbyterian  as 
Trinity  College  was  Episcopal,  and  it  could  be  supported  by  the  lands 
of  the  five  Royal  Schools.    He  says:  — 

"  They  had  a  scheme  to  propose  for  supporting  it.  without  any 
expense  to'  the  nation.  ...  It  was  by  the  lands  of  the  five  free 
schools  in  Ulster,  which  would  be  sufficient  to  support  a  college,  and 
five  free  schools  also,  according  to  the  original  design,  so  that  they 
would  ask  no  public  money  except  for  erecting  the  buildings." 

Unfortunately  this  scheme  was  never  carried  out,  as  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  wish  to  bestow  educational  privileges  on  any  Church 
except  the  Episcopal.  But  the  attitude  of  the  Synod  and  of  Dr. 
Campbell  at  this  time  proves  that  the  Trish  Presbyterian  Church  was 
ready  to  accept  the  gift  of  a  Presbyterian  University  had  the  Govern- 
ment been  willing  to  bestow  it. 
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Dr.  Campbell  thus  relates  how  the  United  Irishmen  came  into 
existence :  — 

"  1795.  In  the  beginning  of  the  new  Administration  under  Lord 
Camden,  the  friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation held  -public  meetings  according  to  antient  custom  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  their  representatives  in  Parliament.  Such 
meetings  had  been  held  constitutional :  now  they  were  a  crime. 

"  Being  prevented  from  meeting  publicly,  they  held  private  meet- 
ings to  form  a  bond  of  Union  and  a  harmony  of  affection,  in  support 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  and  Catholic  Emancipation.  But  Union 
was  a  crime.  An  oath  of  secrecy  was  added.  This  was  made  a 
felony  of  death;  though  the  object  of  the  oath  was  virtuous  and 
laudable,  and  highly  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
Kingdom. 

_  "  United  Irishmen  was  thus  perverted  into  a  term  of  the  highest 
malignity,  importing  every  wickedness— rebellion,  treason,  and  a  con- 
spiracy with  the  enemy  to  overturn  the  Constitution.    .    .  . 

"March,  1796.  The  famous  Insurrection  Act  was  passed,**  em- 
powering the  magistrates  in  any  county  or  district  to  proclaim  it  out 
of  the  King's  peace." 

"  Presbyterians  went  in  thousands  to  America.  And  if  ships  had 
been  found  thousands  more  would  have  sought  a  peaceful  asylum  in 
that  land  of  Liberty — a  happy  refuge  from  the  despotism  of  Eng- 
land— far  removed  from  the  violence  of  her  satellites  and  legal 
assassins.  Government  goes  on  to  burn  and  destroy — Solitudinem 
faciunt,  facem  appellant.    .    .  . 

"  As  to  the  rebellion  that  was  raised  in  Ulster  in  1798,  it  was  the 
act  not  of  the  body  of  Presbyterians,  but  only  of  a  part  made  mad  by 
unexampled  oppression,  which  appeared  to  have  been  contrived  by  the 
prevalent  faction,  on  purpose  to  raise  a  rebellion  and  take  occasion 
from  thence  to  ruin  the  nation,  and  make  way  for  the  Union.  These 
wicked  Ministers  designed  to  procure  rebellion  at  any  rate.  The 
Presbyterians  in  Scotland  were  persecuted  in  like  manner  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II." 

Such  are  some  of  the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Campbell  with  regard  to 
the  position  of  Irish  Presbyterians,  the  Volunteers,  the  Rebellion  cf 
1798,  and  Irish  nationality.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that 
the  Irish  Parliament  was  at  that  time  a  body  entirely  Protestant ;  and 
it  does  not  at  all  follow  that  Dr.  Campbell  would  be  as  enthusiastic 
regarding  the  government  of  Ireland  by  a  Roman  Catholic  legislature 
as  he  was  regarding  its  government  by  a  Protestant  legislature 
influenced  by  an  army  of  Protestant  volunteers.  In  fact,  Dr.  Camp- 
bell was  strongly  opposed  to  every  kind  of  tyranny,  and  I  am  sir:e 
that  if  he  were  now  alive  he  would  be  as  ready  to  protest  against  the 
tyranny  of  Rome  as  he  was  against  the  political  tyranny  that  existed 
during  his  own  lifetime.  W.  T.  Latimer. 


"  On  nomme  trouble,  dissension,  mauvais  gouvernment,  tout  co  qui 
peut  maintenir  l'honnete  liberty  des  sujets." — Montesquieu,  Grandeur  des 
Romains.     c.  13. 
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APPENDIX. 


A 

ULSTER  PLANTATION  SETTLERS. 

List  of  Scottish  Freeholders  in  Ulster  from  papers 
relating  to  the  Ulster  Plantation,  preserved  in  H.M. 
General  Register  House,  Edinburgh. 

The  names  of  the  six  freehoulders  to  theis  townelands  followe- 
inge: 

Sr.  Robert  Macklelland  of  Bombee  in  Scotland,  Knt,  freehoukler 
to  all  those  3  townelands  called  Ballecaslan,  Lisronan,  and  Corboylan. 

[The  townlands  are  then  minutely  described.] 

Sr.  William  Maxwell  of  Gribton  in  Scotland,  Knt..  freehoulder 
to  all  that  towneland  called  Balle  Reskmore. 

Harbert  Maxwell  of  Kurkennell  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder 
to  halfe  that  towneland  called  Enish  Conohor. 

Edward  F forester  of  Culdoche  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder  to 
half  that  towneland  called  Dromneere. 

Alexander  Mikell  of  Kircubryt  in  Scotland,  Esqr..  freehoulder 
to  all  that  towneland  called  Lislane. 

William  Makclellane  of  Overlawe  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder 
to  all  that  townland  called  Balle  Monnevonne. 

The  names  of  the  six  ffreeholders  in  the  nature  of  coppy- 
houlders : 

John  Eward  of  Kircubryth  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder  to  all 
that  towneland  called  Crott. 

William  Macklelland  of  Molock  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder 
to  half  that  townland  called  Dromleeffe. 

William  Magghee  of  Kircubrytt  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder  to 
half  that  towneland  called  Dromleefe. 

William  Fullerton  of  Kircubrytt  in  Scotland,  gent.,  freehoulder 
to  all  that  towneland  called  Neekede. 

John  Macklelland  of  Bocbe  [?  Borgue]  in  Scotland,  yeoman,  free- 
houlder to  half  that  towneland  called  Mean. 

John  Macklelland  >of  the  Orchard  in  Scotland.  Yeoman,  free- 
houlder to  half  that  towneland  called  Mean. 

[This  list  is  from  an  unpublished  paper  and  may  be  regarded  as 
supplementary  to  the  "  List  of  Applicants  "  printed  in  the  Register  of  the 
Privy  Council  of  Scotland.  The  townlands  mentioned  lie  in  County  Derry 
along  the  valley  of  the  Roe.  The  fact  that  one  of  the  boundaries  is  "  the 
freehould  of  the  Lady  O'Cahan  "  would  seem  to  affect  the  general  impression 
of  the. desolate  condition  of  that  lady. — J.  YV.  K.] 


In  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Dungannon,  a  woodcut  of  which 
appears  on  another  page,  the  meeting  of  delegates  representing  143 
corps  of  Volunteers  met  in  1783. 
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A  SERMON 

PREACHED  BY  MR.  JOSIAH  WELSCH, 

Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Templepatrick, 
upon  Zechariah  iv.  8,  9. 

"  Moreover  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying,  The 
hands  of  Zerubbabel  hath  laid  the  foundations  of  this  house  and  his- 
hands  shall  also  finish  it." 


Is  there  any  here  that  would  be  content  to  know  if  the  foundation 
of  their  spiritual  house  be  laid?  Then  stir  up  yourselves  and 
hearken,  for  I  shall  give  you  six  marks  whereby  ye  shall  know.  And 
first  ye  know  when  a  man  is  going  to  build  a  house  he  will  not  lay 
the  foundation  until  he  dig  deep  that  he  may  have  a  seat  for  the 
stones  that  they  may  stand  fast.  Even  so  I  desire  you  to  do.  I  pray 
you  give  your  hearts  no  credit,  nor  believe  them  not  unless  ye  have 
found  the  Lord's  Spirit  ever  breaking  and  humbling  them  and  digging 
deep  into  them  and  making  a  seat  for  His  Word.  Then  if  ye  be 
this  way  humbled  by  humiliation  then  the  Lord's  Spirit  hath  wrought 
a  seat  in  your  hearts  for  His  Word.  Then  assure  yourselves  that  the 
foundation  is  laid.  I  will  go  to  a  place  of  Scripture  that  ye  may 
know  that  this  is  not  our  word  but  the  Word  of  God,  and  is  in  the 
66  Isai.  2  ver.,  "  To  this  man  will  I  look,  saith  the  Lord,  that  is  of 
a  humble  and  contrite  spirit,  and  trembles  at  my  word."  And  many 
other  places  where  ye  have  it  set  down,  where  it  is  said  that  the  Lord 
says  He  will  dwell  with  the  humble  man.  Would  any  of  you  know 
if  the  foundation  be  laid.  Then  up  yourselves,  I  pray  you,  and  let 
every  one  of  you  look  into  his  own  heart,  and  say  unto  your  heart, 
"  Tell  me  what  sayest  thou  to  these  words  ?  "  Was  thou  ever  troubled  ? 
Was  thou  ever  broken  and  contrite?  Trembled  thou  ever  at  His 
Word  ?  Was  thou  ever  sad  and  sorrowful  for  sin  ?  Was  thou  ever 
heavy  at  such  a  time?  And  so  I  say  in  this  manner  let  everyone  be 
examining  yourselves,  and  if  ye  have  found  your  heart  in  this  case  be 
persuaded  the  foundation  is  laid. 

And  yet  I  know  there  are  some  of  you  thinking,  and  ye  will 
say  to  me  "  Indeed  I  cannot  deny  but  I  have  been  humbled  in  some 
measure.  I  cannot  deny  but  at  such  and  such  a  preaching  I  have 
found  my  heart  sad  and  heavy  for  sin,  and  I  remember  when  I  have 
been  by  myself  alone  sometime,  I  have  found  my  heart  broken  and 
contrite,  and  yet  for  all  that  I  cannot  be  content  with  myself. 
I  think  I  have  never  been  humbled  enough,  nor  sad,  nor  sorrowful 
enough.  I  find  many  of  God's  children  that  go  before  me  in 
humiliation,  and  all  other  graces,  and  therefore  I  fear  that  the 
foundation  be  not  laid.    I  fear  the  work  be  not  sound  with  me." 

T  pray  you  consider  that  the  Lord  deals  not  with  all  His 
children  all  alike.  The  Lord  has  some  strong  children,  and  He  has 
some  weak,  some  that  must  have  strong  meat  and  some  that  must 
have  milk,  some  that  have  great  temptations  and  some  that 
have  less,  some  that  He  brings  to  the  brink  of  despair  and  some  that 
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He  draws  with  the  cords  of  love.  Consider  therefore,  I  pray  you, 
that  the  Lord  knows  best  what  is  best  for  us,  and  what  we  stand  in 
need  of,  and  so  He  gives  to  every  one.  Stir  up  yourselves,  therefore, 
I  pray  you,  and  be  thankful  for  anything  ye  have  received.  Be  ye 
thankful  for  little  and  He  shall  give  you  more,  and  though  ye  have 
not  found  yourselves  brought  to  the  brink  of  despair,  yet  if  ye  have 
found  humiliation  in  any  measure,  and  a  labouring  for  what  ye  want, 
then  be  persuaded  the  foundation  is  laid,  and  the  hand  of  your  Lord 
that  hath  laid  it  His  hand  shall  also  finish  it.   This  is  the  first  mark. 

[Mr.  Josias  Welsh,  grandson  of  John  Knox,  was  the  first  minister  of 
Templepatrick,  Co.  Antrim.  Educated  at  Geneva,  he  came  to  Ireland  about 
1626,  and  preached  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oldstone.  The  squire  at 
Templepatrick  introduced  him  to  the  parish  pulpit,  so  pleased  was  he  with 
his  piety  and  learning.  Welsh  died  in  1634  and  was  buried  at  Templepatrick, 
where  a  monument  may  be  seen  to  his  memory.  Tradition  preserves  the 
epitaph  on  an  earlier  tombstone  which  was  broken  : 

"  Here  lie  interred,  under  this  stone, 

Great  Knoxe's  grandchild,  John  Welshe's  son ; 
Born  in  Scotland  and  bred  up  in  France, 
He  came  t'  Ireland  the  Gospel  t'  advance." 

See  The  Irish  Presbyterian,  Dec,  1907. 

The  above  excerpt  from  a  sermon  by  Welsh  is  from  a  copy  preserved  in 
an  old  MS.  Common-place  Book  belonging  to  a  Samuel  Hyndman  who  lived 
at  Agivey,  parish  of  Aghadowey,  in  1694.  It  is  perhaps  the  only  literary  relic 
of  Welsh  that  has  been  preserved.  In  same  book  is  also  a  copy  of  letter  from 
a  minister,  by  name  Bailly,  from  New  England  to  Dublin,  1684.] 
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Dr.  Campbell  describes  Mr.  James  Cunningham,  one  of  his 
predecessors  in  the  ministry  at  Antrim.  "  He  was  a  young  gentleman 
of  polite  literature  and  good  address;  had  travelled  abroad  with  a 
Scotch  nobleman,  the  Duke  of  Athol,  by  which  means  he  had  further 
opportunities  of  improvement  in  learning,  and  conversation,  and 
knowledge  of  the  world.  He  happened  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  family 
of  Sir  John  Clotworthy  at  Antrim,  who  were  so  much  taken  with  his 
pleasing  manners  and  other  valuable  accomplishments,  that  shortly 
after  .  .  .  they  sent  three  commissioners  over  to  Edinburgh,  where 
he  then  was,  to  invite  him  to  the  pastoral  care  of  that  place.  The 
Duke  was  unwilling  to  part  with  him.  However,  he  accepted  the 
invitation  and  was  at  the  same  time  chaplain  to  Sir  John  Clotworthy. 
He  married  Eliza  Ross,  of  the  family  of  Portavo,  and  died  young  in 
1669.  His  posterity  are  still  remaining.  John,  one  of  his  sons,  was 
a  captain  in  the  Siege  of  Derry,  where  he  was  slain.  Robert,  bred  a 
scholar,  died  for  grief  of  his  brother  in  t68q.'' 

Campbell's  Sketches. 
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A  true  and  exact  relation  of  divers  principal  actions 
undertaken  in  the  North  of  Ireland  by  the  English  and 
Scottish  forces.  Anno  Domini,  1642.  London,  1642. 
PP-.  5-  [154} 

July  the  thirteenth,  1642.  Taking  provisions  for  ten  days' 
march,  the  force  consisting  of  2,800  Scots  and  500  of  Colonel  Clot- 
worthy's  regiment,  with  150  more  of  the  same  regiment,  who  went  in 
three  boats  by  water,  with  the  troops  of  horse  of  Lord  Conway,  Lord 
Cromwell,  Captain  Chichester's  and  Captain  LTpton's,  with  Captain 
Matthews'  dragoons,  and  five  field  pieces,  set  out  to  "  cleanse  this 
county  of  Antrim  from  the  rebels,  being  O'Neils,  O'Haras,  Mac- 
Donnels,  and  the  MacHenrys ;  the  two  last  septs  chief  of  the  Earl  of 
Antrim's  country."  On  Wednesday  they  marched  in  two  bodies — 
General  Major  Monro  with  the  larger  body,  who  "  took  the  way  by 
the  plains  from  Rashee  within  three  miles  of  Connor,  to  Knock 
Mullagh;"  the  other  and  lesser  body,  under  Colonel  Clot  worthy  and 
Lieut. -Colonel  Monro,  who  commanded  the  General's  regiment,  from 
Antrim  to  Toome,  through  the  woods  to  Lough  Beg  and  so  by  the  side 
of  the  Bann  to  Portglenone,  opposite  to  Knock  Mullagh,  where  both 
columns  were  to  meet,  which  they  did  on  Friday  without  encountering 
many  of  the  rebels  in  the  way.  On  Saturday  they  proceeded  by 
different  routes,  and  met  late  at  night  at  Bally  money,  having  had  a 
slight  skirmish  with  nearly  800  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  dispersed, 
taking  about  200  cows  and  six  or  seven  hundred  sheep.  On  Sunday 
"Monro  himself  this  day  took  1,000  men,  two  troops  of  horse,  two 
field  pieces,  marched  towards  Dunluce,  where  he  found  the  Earl  of 
Antrim,  and  sent  Colonel  Clotworthy  to  Coleraine  with  a  troop  of 
horse  that,  if  he  had  been  there,  he  should  bring  him  to  the  leager 
[camp]  at  Ballymoney.  But  the  Earl  of  Antrim  was  found  at  Dun- 
luce,  where  Monro  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  gate  to  summon  him,  having 
all  things  in  readiness  to  assault  the  castle,  if  he  refused  upon  the 
summons.  The  Earl  of  Antrim  came  forth  and  rendered  both  himself 
and  house  to  Monro,  who  left  his  Lieut-Col.  Frizell.  with  a  guard 
to  keep  both  the  castle  and  the  Earl,  until  he  heareth  the  mind  of 
Parliament."  On  Monday  on  their  way  to  the  Glynns.  Monro  took 
Ballycastle,  whence  the  Countess  of  Antrim  had  fled  across  the  Bann  to 
Sir  Phelim  O'Neill.  On  Tuesday,  Monro  settled  the  Marquis  of 
Argyle's  Regiment  at  Ballycastle,  the  Clough.  and  some  other  of  the 
Earl  of  Antrim's  houses;  in  the  meantime  Colonel  Clotworthy  and 
Colonel  Campbell  returned  to  Cullybackey,  where  they  stopped  all 
night.  On  Wednesday  Monro  proceeded  to  "take  in  Glenarm  Castle 
which  James  Macdonnell  had  left,  and  burned  all  the  houses,  both 
those  of  the  Castle  and  town,  James  Macdonnell's,  the  Earl  of 
Antrim's  near  kinsman,  having  lately  fled  thence,  and  being  gone  over 
the  Band  with  his  men.  the  day  before  we  marched  to  Sir  Phellomie 
Roe  O'Neill."  The  other  division  under  Colonels  Clotworthy  and 
Campbell  proceeded  and  stopped  at  the  Tron-works  within  three  miles 
<>f  Antrim,  while  Monro  stopped  at  Glenarm.  On  Saturday  both 
divisions  united  "  at  Rashee  from  whence  they  first  marched." 

[A  condensed  copy  of  pamphlet  from  a  notebook  of  James  Seaton  Re  id, 
D.D.  There  is  a  note  at  the  head  of  it  saying  "  a  full  ropy  of  this 
pamphlet  may  be  snen  among  my  papers  in  folio." — J.  J.  M.] 


*5 


E 

A  Few  Rare  Printed  Books  in  the  Society's  Collection. 

Thomas  Aquinas:  De  Modo  Confitendi,  1483. 

(Melancthon's  copy,  with  marginal  Notes.) 

Bassandyne  Bible.  1579. 

(Copy  handed  down  in  family  pf  Mr.  J.  C.  White  ) 
Beza :  Psalter,  London,  1580. 

The  whole  Bookc  of  Psalmes.    Hart's  Edition,  Edinburgh  16^4 

Peter  Heylyn,  D.D.  :  The  History  of  the  Presbyterians,  1672. 

[John  M'Bnde.]    A  Vindication  of  Marriage  as  solemnized  by  Presby- 
terians in  the  North  of  Ireland.  1702. 

The  Psalms  of  David  in  Meetcr :  Belfast.  171 1. 

(Arms  of  Belfast  on  Title  Page.) 

The  Psalms  of  David  in  Metre :  Watson's  edition,  Edinburgh,  1711. 

Thomas  Gowan,   M  A.    (Drumbo) :    The  Power  of  Presbyters  in 
Ordination,  1711. 

CoraJis  Transgression.    Belfast  [1711]. 

The  present  State  of  Religion  in  Ireland.    [1712  ?]. 

John  Abernethy,  A.M.  :    Thanksgiving  Sermon  for  King  George's 
Accession,  Belfast,  17 14. 

Rev.  Charles  Masterton  :  Two  Sermons,  Belfast,  1753. 

Hymns  for  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  in  Lisburn,  Belfast,  1787. 

Bishop  of  Cloyne:  Present  State  of  Church  of  Ireland.  1787. 

Dr.  Campbell:  Vindication  of  Presbyterians  (in  reply).  1787. 

Dr.  Stock:  Reply  to  Dr.  Campbell.'  1787. 
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Copy  of  blank  call  sent  by  Coleraine  congregation 
to  Scotland  with  Mr.  Wylie,  who  had  supplied  Coleraine 
during  the  troubles  in  Scotland. 

[Wodrow  MSS.,  Advocates'   Library,  Edinburgh]. 

Colerain,  the  25th  June,  1673. 

Right  Reverend, 

We,  the  undersubscribers,  with  many  others  in  this  Towne 
and  Congregation,  being,  we  trust,  deeply  sensible  of  the  desolat  and 
deplorable  condition  we  are  into  by  reason  of  our  so  long  want  of  a 
faithfull  overseer  settled  among  us  to  watch  for  our  Souls,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  Truth,  and  sent  minister  and  Steward  of  the 
mysteries  of  God,  bringing  forth  things  new  and  old,  giving  every 
one  their  portion  of  meat  in  due  season,  that  we  might  in  this  dark 
and  evil  time  hear  a  word  crying  behind  us,  "  This  is  the  way ;  walk 
ye  in  it,"  when  we  turne  [to  the  right-handl  or  when  we  turne  to  the 
left;  and  now  finding  to  our  great  griefe  that  our  expectations  of 
worthy  Mr.  Wylie's  setling  among  us  are  frustrate,  he  declaring  unto 
us  his  unclearnesse  and  desiring  us  to  pitch  upon  another. 
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We  doe  therefore  unanimously  invite  and  call  you,- 


Minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  be  our  minister,  willingly  taking  the 
oversight  of  us,  the  Flock  of  Christ  in  this  place  aforesaid.  We  are 
hopefull  the  love  you  have  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  your  Master's 
service,  the  free  and  open  doore  that  waits  here  for  your  coming  over 
to  help  us ;  the  expectation  we  have  of  your  kindly  acceptance  in  the 
place  and  usefulnesse  in  the  worke  of  the  Gospell  amongst  us,  and  the 
expectation  you  may  have  of  our  ready  and  chearfull  subjection  in  the 
Lord  unto  you  in  the  exercise  of  Doctrin,  worship,  discipline,  and 
government,  according  to  the  rules  and  laws  of  His  own  house,  together 
with  all  due  and  competent  encouragement  externall,  that  so  you  may 
doe  your  worke  with  joy  and  not  with  grief e,  which  by  these  presents 
we  doe  engadge  our  selves  for.  We  are  hopefull,  we  say,  these  things 
being  duely  pondered  by  you  that  you  shall  be  engadged  to  this  our 
serious  and  cordialle  call ;  and  if  Mr.  Wylie's  unclearnesse  to  return  to 
us  should  be  any  obstruction  to  your  coming  among  us,  .we  are  confident 
as  to  that  he  will  satisfie  you  abundantly  and  truely  we  know  of 
nothing  convenient  within  our  power  which  we  would  not  willingly 
have  done  for  purchasing  the  soe  savoury  and  satisfying  labour  of 
that  worthy  man  amongst  us  whom  we  have  now  commissionate  to 
press  home  this  our  Call  upon  you ;  all  which  putes  us  in  expectation 
of  an  successfull  and  happy  result.  Thus  waiting  for  your  answer 
by  the  first  occasion  and  your  own  presence  with  all  convenience,  and 
humbly  beseeching  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheep  that  He  may 
cause  you  to  come  with  the  fulnesse  of  the  Blessing  of  His  Owne 
Gospell,  we  not  loving  to  multiply  words  take  leave,  remaining,  Sir, 
your  affectionate  Friends. 


James  Austiane 
Alexander  Campbell 
Robert  Wallace 
John  Woodburn 
James  Woodburn 
John  Fulton 
Wm.  Henderson 
Robert  Barr 


his 

Daniel  (D.  W.)  Walker 

mark 
David  Wyley 
his 

John  (J.  W.)  Wyley 

mark 
John  Henderson 
Robert  Wyley 
Thomas  Hill 
Mat  Lindesay 
Thos.  Adams 


Jo.  Waddell 
Wm.  Gait 
John  Thompson 
John  Gait,  senr. 
John  Gait,  junr. 
his 

Hugh  (H.  C.)  Craig 

mark 
Will.  Waddell 
John  Fortick 


Richard  Adams 
Michael  Ryan 
John  Lesslie 
John  Scott 
Wm.  Lesslie 
Gilbert  Wilson 
Saml.  Sinkler 
Thos.  Shaw 
Ja.  Carthcr 


ADDITIONAL   PRESBYTERIAN  MANUSCRIPTS. 
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Sketches  of  the  History   of   Presbyterians   in   Ireland:    by  Wm. 

Campbell,  D.D.,  of  Clonmel,  1803. 
Minute   of  meeting  of  Presbytery  of  Clogher,  10th  Aug.,  1841. 


Minutes  of  Presbytery  of  Omagh,  nth  Aug.,  1841-  -14111  June 
Stipend  lists  of  Clougherney  Congregation,  1846-1887. 
Sermon   Pook   of  Rev.   Saml.   Edgar.  Ballynahinch 
Century. 

Cremore  Session-Book  and  Register,  1831  1850. 
Connor  Session-Pook.  1699173c;. 
Sermon  by  Rev.  James  Duchal. 
Pook  of  Sermons.   letters,  extracts   from  boo 
Centuries. 
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Late    1 8th 


17th    and    j  8th 


Letter  of  thanks  for  services  rendered  to  the  Synod 
of  Ulster  in  the  matter  of  an  increase  of  ^1,000  to 
the  Regium  Donum;  and  Grattan's  reply.  The  latter 
from  an  autograph  letter  in  the  Campbell  MS.  Journal. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  HENRY  GRATTAN, 
DUBLIN. 

Armagh,  30  March.  1784. 

Sir, 

Since  I  left  Dublin,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  a 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod  an  account  of  your  regard  and  attention 
in  going  up,  twice,  with  our  Addresses  to  my  Lord  Northington.  They 
■entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  obligations  you  have  conferred  on  them ; 
and  I  have  it  in  Commission  to  return  you  the  thanks  of  our  Body  for 
your  Countenance  and  protection.  And  how  much  soever  we  were 
disappointed  at  the  smallness  of  the  Grant,  yet  it  is  with  particular 
pleasure  that  I  execute  this  Commission,  and  am  happy  it  falls  to  my 
lot  to  convey  to  you  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  General 
Synod  of  Ulster  for  a  support  so  honourable  to  them. 

And  were  I  not  aware  that  the  Sentiments  of  a  retired  man  such 
,as  I  am,  can  have  but  little  weight,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  express- 
ing my  high  Regard  and  Veneration  for  your  public  conduct  and 
Character,  and  an  honest  indignation  at  the  base  ingratitude  of  too, 
too  many  of  our  unworthy  and  deluded  countrymen.    That  I  should 
once  have  presented  an  address  of  thanks  to  you  from  this  County- 
was  not  extraordinary,  it  was  only  joining  in  the  general  voice  of  the 
Nation  in  paying  a  just  tribute  of  praise  to  publick  virtue.    But  that 
I  shou'd  have  been  afterwards  openly  insulted  in  this  same  county 
for  continuing  to  support  so  well-earned  Merit,  must  be  imputed  to  a 
blindness  and  infatuation  not  easy  to  be  accounted  for,  which  has 
fatally  overspread  the  Kingdom,  and  thro'  the  power  of  certain  idle 
reveries,  has  for  so  long  a  time  thrown  everything  into  confusion. 
This  I  mention  not  to  assume  any  merit  to  myself  for  enduring  the 
insults  Civium  firava  jubentium,  or  for  being  an  uniform  admirer  of 
your  noble  and  unwearied  labours  to  serve  your  country,  but  on  this 
•occasion  particularly  to  take  an  opportunity  of  expressing  how  highly 
I  was  gratified  by  your  attendance  at  the  Castle,  and  how  much  I 
thought  myself  personally  honoured  by  it,  and  that  those  feelings- 
such  are  the  workings  of  the  human  heart — seemed,  somehow,  to  lay 
in  a  secret  claim  to  your  attention  and  support,  tho'  I  was  sensible  I 
had  no  right  to  express  it,  otherwise  than  by  hoping  for  some  occasion 
of  assuring  you  of  all  the  Regard  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  much  obliged  and  Most  Obedient  Hble.  Servant. 

WILL  CAMPBELL. 


[REPLY] 

Sir, 


SlR'  I  return  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod;  and  if  they  had  deliberated  in  what  manner  and  by  whom 
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their  wishes  should  be  convey'd  to  me  they  could  not  have  chosen  more 
agreeably  to  me  or  more  flattering  than  by  commissioning  you  to 
convey  to  me  their  satisfaction. 

I  do  assure  you  I  have  a  great  sense  of  their  merits,  and  wish 
the  grant  could  be  equal  to  their  deserts.  I  shall  be  always  ready  to 
attend  their  application  and  to  give  every  countenance  to  so  respectable 
and  valuable  a  body. 

As  to  your  particular,  I  am  not  unacquainted  with  your  zeal  and 
your  fortitude.  I  know  and  knew  some  time  ago  that  the  mutability 
of  the  people  could  not  shake  you,  and  that  you  prefer'd  justice  to 
popularity,  &  public  interest  to  the  tide  of  popular  opinion — it  is 
the  opinion  of  such  men  I  emulate  and  successful  in  obtaining  their 
opinion  I  shall  think  myself  requited  tho'  the  million  should  judge 
me  perverse.  That  many  of  our  countrymen  should  for  a  time  change 
their  sentiments  with  respect  to  their  best  friends,  was  natural  thor 
unjustifiable,  but  that  their  sentiments  should  now  have  lost  all 
authority  is  truly  lamentable  tho'  the  inevitable  consequence  of  their 
own  caprices.  I  shall  allways  feel  a  duty  to  be  blind  to  their  errors 
and  sharpsighted  to  their  interest.  In  this  sentiment  I  am  happy  to 
find  several  among  whom  I  consider  you.  whom  the  rage  of  the  people 
can't  terrify — their  errors  can't  blind,  and  who  like  a  good  physician 
administer  to  their  health  without  catching  a  popular  distemper. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  yours  very  sincerely, 

H.  GRATTAN. 

April  23.    1784.  Wingfield. 


Questions  to  be  asked  by  the  elders  when  visiting,  as- 
recorded  in  the  Book  of  Cahans  (1751),  one  of  the 
earliest  Secession  congregations  of  Ireland. 
And  as  by  Act  of  Assembly,  Augst.  10th,  1648,  it  is  appointed 
that  every  elder  have  certain  bounds  assigned  him  in  the  congregation 
called  his  quarter,  which  he  is  to  visit  monthly  or  quarterly  to  see 
how  matters  are  among  his  people.    If  any  scandals  or  abuses  have 
been  committed  or  if  any  have  entered  sufficient  Testimonials  that  he 
may  report  to  the  eldership  at  their  next  Meeting.    So  the  following 
questions  and  such  like  were  agreed  on  to  be  proposed  by  each  elder 
when  he  visited  his  quarter. 

1.  Had  ye  family  worship  in  all  its  parts  here  last  night  and  this 

morning  ? 

2.  Does  all  members  of  the  family  decently  attend  worship  without 

sleeping  or  trifling  behaviour? 

3.  Do  ye  every  Saturday  night  cause  turf,  water,  washed  potatoes 

and  kail  or  greens  be  got  into  the  house  sufficient  to  serve 
till  Monday  morning? 

4.  Is   your  house  swept  every   Saturday   night    and  the  ashes 

removed  so  that  the  family  goes  to  rest  before  it  be  too 
late? 

5.  Did  ye  catechize  your  family  here  last  Sabbath  night  observing 

to  do  it  every  Sabbath  night  ? 

6.  Do  ye  daily  cause  each  of  your  family  observe  secret  prayer? 

&c. 


GENEALOGICAL. 

J 

It  is  matter  for  the  greatest  regret  that  so  many  old  congre- 
gational records  are  not  to-day  extant.  Their  value  is  being  at  length 
appreciated,  as  they  are  being  more  and  more  sought  after  for 
genealogical  purposes. 

Carnmoney  is  fortunate  in  having  some  of  the  earliest.  An 
interesting  account  is  given  of  them  by  Mr.  Wm.  Fee  M'Kinney, 
the  Secretary  of  Carnmoney  Congregation,  in  which  he  states 
that  "  one  of  the  elders  at  present  in  the  congregation  is  descended 
from  a  man  who  brought  his  certificate  of  church  member- 
ship from  Whithorn  in  Scotland,"  in  17 17.  Another  interesting 
example  may  be  mentioned.  An  American  named  Creigh,  whose 
grandfather  emigrated  about  1774,  wrote  for  information,  when  it 
was  discovered  that  John  Creigh  brought  a  testimonial  from 
Livingston  of  Templepatrick  in  17 10;  after  which  five  of  his  children 
were  baptized  in  Carnmoney,  and  he  himself  was  ordained  a  ruling 
elder  in  17 18.  His  son  Thomas,  it  was  recorded,  was  married  in 
1740,  and  his  eldest  son  John,  who  was  born,  according  to  the  record, 
in  1741,  was  the  original  emigrant  in  1774,  the  time  of  the  Hearts 
of  Steel  agitation.  He  fought  through  the  War  of  Independence  in 
the  States,  and  the  letter  written  to  his  mother  at  the  old  homestead 
after  the  war  contained  the  following :  "  I  did  not  get  a  letter  from 
you  for  the  space  of  eight  years  before ;  our  enemies  even  refused  us 
the  privilege  to  send  or  receive  letters  from  our  friends." 

The  testimonial  appended  is  from  an  original  Scotch  certificate 
in  the  records  at  present  in  safe  custody  in  the  Society's  safe:  — 

"  These  are  Testifying  to  all  concerned  that  the  bearer  hereof. 
Andrew  Muntgomerie,  hath  lived  in  this  paroch  of  Eccles,  Almost  two 
years  preceeding  the  date  hereof,  and  behaved  himselfe  civilly,  and 
soberly,  free  of  all  publick  Scandall  or  Church  Censure,  known  to 
us.  Therefor  we  know  noe  reason  why  he  may  not  be  received  Into 
any  Christian  Congregation.  In  Testimony  whereof  these  puts  are 
written  by  Mr.  William  Ker  Session  Clark,  att  Eccles  this  Twenty 
day  of  May.  seventeen  hundred  and  Twenty  two  years,  and  subscribed 
by  our  minister  Mr.  John  Lauder. 

Jo.  Lauder." 


Since  the  compilation  of  this  Report,  the  Society 
has  sustained  inestimable  loss  through  the  death  of 
Mr.  George  Raphael,  of  Galgorm  House,  Bally- 
mena,  one  of  its  most  active  members  and 
benefactors. 


The  Presbyterian  Church  House, 

.  .  .  BELFAST.  .  . 


( Block  kindly  lent  by  Central  Presbyterian  Association. ) 

The  Historical  Society  has  furnished  Room  20  in 
the  Church  HOUSE,  with  a  Safe,  a  Filing  Cabinet,  and 
Book  and  Show  Cases  for  the  accommodation  and 
preservation  of  MSS.,  Books,  Pamphlets,  Tokens,  etc., 
entrusted  to  its  care. 
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Davidson  &  M'Cormack,  \\ 
Printers,  3 J 
North  Gate  Works, 


Belfast. 
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